
Black History
is British History

In honour of Black History Month, I secured a Backbench Business Debate in Westminster Hall, giv-
ing MPs the opportunity to pay tribute to Black British History. Holding this debate was a demon-
stration that Parliament recognises and celebrates the history and achievements of Black people 
in the UK and across the globe.

This year’s theme for Black History Month is “Proud to Be”. That is so important because so many are 
made to feel uncomfortable about their ethnic heritage, cultural history and language. But Black 
people have so much to be proud of culturally in the ways we have contributed to British history, 
and we ought to be proud to be both black and British. From Yvonne Conolly, the UK’s first black 
headteacher, to C. L. R. James, the renowned author,  William Cuffay, the leading figure of the 
Chartist movement, to Diane Abbott MP, the first black woman to be elected to this Parliament, we 
see figures who reflect the diversity of our country and who we can all be proud of. 

The UK also has its own rich civil rights history, which my generation and those before me were 
unfortunately never formally taught and have had to take it upon ourselves to learn. Not recognis-
ing yourself in your history can have a serious impact on your identity. How are we expected to feel 
pride if the contributions of Black people aren't deemed worthy of being taught in our schools?

Often, when we make the case for Black history to be taught as a regular part of the curriculum, we 
are met with a bizarre backlash of claims that we should not be endorsing critical race theory and 
that white privilege is actively being taught in schools and is holding white working-class pupils 
back. Anyone who actually speaks to teachers will find that that is not a feature in any of the les-
sons. These arguments are used to deflect from the need for these discussions, and turn talk about 
Black History into a so-called "War on Woke".

I get that the Government doesn’t want to talk about race, which risks bringing their shocking track 
record to light, but ignoring these issues won't lead to the post-racial society that they often claim 
we are already living in. We have to address our country's dark past. We have to come to terms with 
past issues of slavery and colonialism and their lasting impact, which is the racism we face today. 
If racism is ignorance, and education is the absence of ignorance, there is an obvious answer to 
dealing with racial inequality; it is simple and it costs the Government nothing to start here. If we're 
going to create a truly equal society, we must decolonise the curriculum.
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Watch my debate contribution here

https://youtu.be/87BMWrwiw8Y


In the Constituency
 
Supporting new arrivals at the Dudley Hotel
This month, I visited the approximately 80 refugees being housed in the Dudley Hotel in 
Clapham, holding two days' worth of surgeries there to take down personal details and 
raise individual cases with the Home Office. Care4Calais have been doing an amazing job 
supporting refugees across London and immediately jumped into action to support those 
in the Dudley Hotel.

I wrote to the Mayor of London asking for support in supplying these refugees with oyster 
cards to allow them access to travel and to the NHS South East London CCG asking for help 
registering many of the refugees with a GP surgery. In addition, I asked Lambeth Council for 
assistance in getting the 50 children at the hotel into local schools. Access to school places 
is vital to enable refugee children to learn English and feel more at home here in the UK. In 
addition, many of the hotels that refugees are held in do not have play facilities available, 
leaving the children with very little to do with their days. I am pleased that we are making 
some progress towards ensuring that these refugees are getting the support they need.  

Unfortunately, the situation in the Dudley Hotel points to wider problems with the UK’s 
asylum system and treatment of refugees. Of the several cases that have emerged from the 
hotel, the most pressing concern has been the suitability of their accommodation and the 
inadequate provision of food to suit their cultural and dietary needs. A substantial number 
of residents in the hotel are pregnant or are parenting younger children, many of them have 
raised concerns regarding the inadequate accommodation for their families, and many 
of them have raised health needs and requirements that have not been met by the hotel 
provision. 

Too often, refugees are housed in poor, unsuitable conditions, or placed in hotels and 
hostels that give very little regard to their health, dietary, cultural and personal needs. The 
government must seriously re-evaluate its treatment of refugees who make the perilous 
journey to the UK and subsequently suffer brutal mistreatment in the hostile environment. 
I also encountered issues trying to support people, with hotel management behaving 
obstructively, first telling us we were not allowed to speak to anyone, then forcing us to hold 
surgeries outside in the rain. I’m not going to let Home Office contractors intimidate me 
from helping constituents.



Railside Gardens
I paid a visit to Railside Community Garden 
this month, where local residents came 
together in 2018 for a fantastic community 
effort to turn a disused patch of land 
into a beautiful community garden. After 
a lot of hard work, their dream is finally 
being realised. It’s great to see derelict 
spaces being reclaimed for community 
purposes. I was very happy to make some 
funding available to them in order to 
purchase a skip to help with further 
development. I also hope this can serve as 

a role model for similar initiatives across the constituency. Having access to shared green 
space is so important for our collective mental and physical health. 

Supporting Leigham Court Estate residents
A safe and secure home is one of the most basic human needs. But with councils bearing 
the brunt of government spending cuts over the last decade, it's one that is being denied 
to far too many people. This month I met with Leigham Court Estate residents, regarding 
disrepair with serious damp problems, rotting windows, shoddy insulation and dangerous 
electrics among other issues.

I have given their campaign for decent living standards my full support. I have also raised 
these issues with Lambeth Council, who have quickly appointed new contractors to address 
some of these issues and ensure residents are getting the levels of service they deserve.



During my visit to the estate, I also met 
95-year-old Cecilia McPherson, a resident 
who had been waiting weeks for someone 
to remove various parts of the ceiling that 
had fallen through. I went back to visit 
Cecilia at a later date to ensure that the 
works were carried out. While I was there, 
Cecilia mentioned to me that she had no 
idea what MPs did with our day and as far 
as she was aware, all we did was get into 
trouble. To dispel her views and show her 
exactly what it is that MPs do, I invited 
Cecilia to come and visit me in Parliament 
and have a tour of the grounds.  

As Parliament was sitting, I couldn’t take 
Cecilia into the chamber itself, but after showing her around Westminster Hall and Central 
Lobby, I managed to get Cecilia into the viewing gallery to watch some of the heated 
debate on Barry Gardiner’s “Ban Fire and Rehire” Bill. I’m pleased that Cecilia left Parliament 
with a better understanding of the day-to-day job of an MP, and some fantastic pictures 
to remember her trip by.

Lambeth Care Leavers' Zoom
I held a virtual meeting with several care leavers to discuss with them a little about what 
I do as an MP, but most importantly, to talk about the specific issues that affect them as 
individuals that have left care. While a range of issues were discussed, one of the key issues 
that came up was around immigration and their citizenship status.  

In 2019, there were 421,000 children born in the UK who were not registered as British 
citizens. In the same year, a further 177,000 children raised in the UK for at least 10 years 
were unregistered. These children will experience real difficulties as a consequence of 
this in later life, falling victim to some of the same Hostile Environment measures which 
were brought to light during the Windrush Scandal and remain in place today. They will 
face barriers when it comes to accessing healthcare, taking up employment, attending 
university, renting a home and opening a bank account through absolutely no fault of their 
own. Many of those in care who experience this issue have been unaware that they are not 
British citizens, and it is only when they come across one of these barriers that this comes 
to light.

The most immediate stumbling block to them is the sheer cost of registration. This has 
risen from £35 in 1983 to £1012 in 2020, increasing at almost ten times the rate of inflation 
and almost doubling in the last decade alone. Of the current fee, just £372 accounts for 
actual administrative costs. The remaining £640 is pure profit. 

Children in care are the responsibility of the state. It should therefore be the responsibility 
of the state to ensure that they are registered as British citizens and take on the associated 
costs.  When the Nationality and Borders Bill returns to Parliament, I will be looking to table 
an amendment to reduce the fees for child citizenship to administrative costs alone and 
place responsibility on the state to register children in care.



Bonded by Blood
I was very proud to support the 
African and Caribbean Leukemia 
Trust’s Bonded by Blood campaign 
this month, giving blood in memory 
of Richard Okorogheye at Lambeth 
Town Hall. Fewer than 5% of blood 
donors who gave blood in the last 
year were from black, Asian and 
minority ethnic communities. 

Some rare blood types are only found 
within Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic communities. This year, the 
NHS is looking for 16,000 new donors from Black African, Black Caribbean or mixed ethnicity 
backgrounds as demand rises for life-saving transfusions for people with sickle cell disease. 

Sickle cell is the fastest growing genetic disorder in the UK, affecting 15,000 people with 
around 300 babies born with the blood disorder each year; the illness can cause organ 
failure, stroke or loss of vision, sometimes even leading to death. 

I’d urge everyone to give blood but particularly people with Black heritage. With no more 
than 15 minutes of your time, you can do something that may well save someone else's life.

Streatham Festival 2021
The Streatham Festival is one of the 
highlights of our local calendar, celebrating 
the diverse range of culture and talent in 
our area. This year’s was one of the best 
yet. I had the opportunity to interview 
high-flying lawyer and published author 
Nicola Williams at Streatham Space 
Project as part of the literature wing of 
this year’s festival. We talked about her 
own experiences as a Black woman at 
the Bar and the ongoing relevance of her 
pioneering courtroom thriller Without 
Prejudice, which has just been reissued by 
Penguin Books as part of a new series of 
Black writing commissioned by Bernardine 
Evaristo.

Lambeth Mediation Services
Lambeth Mediation Service is a community organisation that has been peacefully 
resolving disputes amongst residents of our borough for the last 30 years. Founded in 
the aftermath of the Brixton riots in the 1980s, their work currently focuses on resolving 
neighbourly disputes in housing associations. It was good to meet with them this month 
to discuss how we can work together to get the best outcomes for local residents who 
find themselves involved in arguments.



 

October School Visits
It's great to see local schools taking civic education seriously and teaching young people 
about how our system works and how they can exercise their power as citizens. During 
conference recess, I had the chance to make three visits to schools in our area. 

Like many other schools across the country, The Mulberry School for Girls hosted several 
events for Black History Month, one of which was an assembly which I was invited to speak 
in. I talked to students about my journey into politics, some of the challenges I have faced, 
my highlights as an MP and the vision for social justice which underlines my work.

I really enjoyed my visit to Bishop Thomas Grant School in Streatham Wells, where I 
answered questions from students about my job as an MP. I was asked about everything 
from my pathway into politics to Labour’s electoral prospects and my own political theory 
recommendations.

My final school visit of October was to talk to students from the newly opened Harris 
Clapham Academy Sixth Form, where they raised prominent stories in the news that week 
including the cut to Universal Credit, the energy crisis and Boris Johnson’s (un)fitness to 
serve as Prime Minister.

Just this month, a Tory MP called for teachers who discuss white privilege to be reported to 
Prevent. But every school visit reassures me that even Tory attempts to push their ideology 
on the classroom won't quell the strong sense of social justice that I find among young 
people in Streatham and beyond.



Brixton Immortals Dominos Club Event
It was a pleasure to welcome back Brixton Immortals Domino Club with Councillor Sonia 
Winifred to cap off Black History Month in their first outing since the start of lockdown. 
Planned repairs to the club’s HQ on Coldharbour Lane, which it shares with the Brixton 
Soup Kitchen, should be starting in a few weeks, followed up by some major changes to 
create a modern community centre there. It was great to see them opening their doors for 
the brighter times ahead. 

I Write What I like
I joined the Campaign Book Club at LSE this 
month to discuss one of my favourite books, 
I Write What I Like by Steve Biko. I Write What 
I Like contains a selection of Biko's writings 
from 1969, when he became the president of 
the South African Student Organisation, to 
1972, when he was prohibited from publishing. 
I remember I brought the book on my first trip 
to South Africa, and was fascinated by how 
Biko’s writing captured the mood of South 
Africa. What is more telling about Biko’s 
writing is how relevant it remains today, and 
it was great to discuss this with the students 
present at the book club.



Casework

In the last month, my team and I have dealt with hundreds of casework issues, with 
the majority of cases to do with housing, planning and disrepair. I also opened a 
substantial number of cases for the asylum seekers and refugees currently being 
housed in temporary hotel accommodation within the constituency. Finally, in the 
past month, a number of constituents have written to us expressing concerns over 
educational provision for pupils with special education needs and disability (SEND) 
within the borough, something which we are looking into and raising with the Council.

Correspondence
As is always the case in the lead up to a Budget announcement, my inbox was full 
with requests to ensure the Chancellor highlighted key issues in his announcement. 
Requests to cut beer duty is always a campaign that I get in the inbox ahead of 
the budget, and I am sure those who were supporting this campaign were pleased 
to hear that the Government will be doing just that. As the Environment Bill made 
its way back to Parliament, many constituents wrote to me calling for the Bill to 
be strengthened to better protect pollinators and end the dumping of raw sewage 
into our water sources, and strengthen the Bill in other areas. Shamefully, Tory MPs 
seemed to think it’s perfectly fine to dump raw sewage in our waterways and decided 
to vote down these amendments twice.

With COP26 taking place, it is only fair that my inbox was dominated by another 
environmental matter, this time from people calling on the UK to insulate our homes. 
Before the last general election, the Labour party announced the “Warm Homes for 
All” policy: the largest scale upgrade of UK housing since post-war reconstruction. 
Through energy-saving measures such as loft insulation and double glazing, renewable 
and low carbon technologies, a Labour Government would have been able to create 
450,000 jobs.

If you have an issue that you need help with, or know someone else in the constituency who 
may benefit from having their MP fight their corner, please email me at bell.ribeiroaddy.
mp@parliament.uk with your full name, postcode and a brief outline of the problem you are 
experiencing. My team and I will be happy to try and assist you as best we can.

Bell.ribeiroaddy.mp.parliament.uk
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In Parliament

In Memoriam: David Amess and James Brokenshire
I was devastated and appalled by the shattering news that Sir David Amess, a serving MP, was 
murdered while doing the job he was elected to do. Attacks on our elected representatives 
are attacks on the democratic process itself. In the aftermath of Sir David's murder, it's clear 
that more must be done to keep MPs safe.

I am however sceptical about proposals to post policemen outside constituency surgeries. 
When many people in our area are coming to me in order to raise a grievance about state 
failures, being confronted by representatives of that same state risks deterring people from 
coming forwards with issues more generally. Particularly when we have very low levels of 
trust in local policing. Elected representatives must remain accessible to the communities 
that put us where we are. I will support proposals that balance our safety and security with 
fulfilling our role as constituency MPs.

I was also saddened to hear of James Brokenshire’s passing this last month after his struggle 
with lung cancer. James was known across the House for his courteous approach to politics 
and in the wake of his death, I extended my deepest condolences to his loved ones.

Launching the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Afrikan Reparations
In my maiden speech – during a debate on Global Britain – I argued that the only way we can begin 
to move forwards as a country is by confronting the legacy of our colonial past and making mean-
ingful reparations for past wrongs. This month, I was proud to host the official launch meeting of the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Afrikan Reparations. 

Parliament has played a major role in legalising historic and contemporary injustices against African 
people around the world, including the passing of the Slave Compensation Act of 1837. 

For too long, the UK Government has ignored the repercussions of Britain’s involvement in the en-
slavement and colonisation of African People, preferring to focus on its role in the abolition of slavery 
(often eliding the role played by those who struggled for liberation from colonial rule and imperialism 
overseas in doing so). 

The APPG-AR builds on the ground-breaking work of figures like the late Bernie Grant and campaign 
organisations like Stop the Maangamizi, Maangamizi Educational Trust and the International Net-
work of Scholars and Activists for Afrikan Reparations who will form the secretariat of this new group. 

More and more people in Britain recognise that our country grew rich on the back of colonial ex-
ploitation and that the legacy of this exploitation continues into the present day. This group will bring 
the conversation on how we can address the damage of the colonial past into parliament so that we 
can have a proper discussion around reparations. 

Reparations isn’t just about handing over big sums of money. It’s about listening to the countries 
we have wronged and people who continue to suffer as a result of this. It means everything from 
cancelling outstanding debts that have been repaid over and over to restoring looted artefacts to 
their rightful owners and recognising that some of the same countries we enslaved and extracted 
resources from now find themselves unprotected on the frontline of climate breakdown.



The Affordable Homes Programme is nothing of the kind
This government is currently spending the majority of its Affordable Homes Program (AHP) 
funding on homes that are simply not affordable to even the average earner in most parts 
of the country. 76% of the homes provided through the new ‘Affordable’ Homes Programme 
will be homes that cannot be reasonably described as affordable – such as so-called 
“affordable” home ownership tenures or “affordable rents”, which can be up to 80% of 
market rent. 

First Homes are a specific kind of discounted market sale housing and should be considered 
to meet the definition of ‘affordable housing’ for planning purposes. However, despite giving 
first-time buyers a 30% discount on the market price, they are unaffordable to the average 
earner in most of the country, and only the richest 28% of private renters earn enough to 
access the Government’s new first homes scheme.

I used the first oral questions session for the new Department for Levelling Up, Housing & 
Communities (DLUHC) - an expensive rebrand of the Ministry for Housing, Communities 
& Local Government (MHCLG) - to call for new homes that will actually be affordable for 
people on low incomes to buy.

Better miscarriage support
This month saw two important breakthroughs in maternity support. I was proud to back 
my colleague Sarah Owen’s ten-minute rule bill introducing bereavement leave for people 
who miscarry and my colleague Olivia Blake’s fantastic campaign to improve access to 
miscarriage support on the NHS.

Despite the huge mental and physical repercussion of miscarriage, there is still no legal 
requirement for employers to provide statutory paid leave. Sarah’s Bereavement Leave and 
Pay (Stillborn and Miscarried Babies) Bill, scheduled for its second reading early next year, if 
passed, would right this wrong.

After an impressive awareness raising campaign, new draft guidance from the Royal College 
of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists could see extra care offered to women who miscarry 
after the first bereavement. Currently, support is only offered after three consecutive 
miscarriages. The new rules, which are undergoing a consultation, would see a gradual 
support system put in place following the first loss.

Just this month, a study involving more than one million English births found that  
socioeconomic inequalities account for a quarter of all stillbirths, a fifth of preterm births, 
and a third of cases of foetal growth restriction (FGR) whilst , one in ten stillbirths and almost 
one in five FGR cases are due to racial inequalities.

Improving maternal health is a matter of social justice. It’s absolutely vital that everyone 
who experiences baby loss gets the help and care they need. Women and birthing people 
shouldn’t have to endure three miscarriages before receiving support. Workplaces must 
accommodate people who experience the trauma of miscarriage and stillbirth. We must 
make policy that recognises the trauma behind every baby loss.

Watch my question here

I also wrote on Black Maternal Health for Politics Home

https://twitter.com/BellRibeiroAddy/status/1452680667112824837
https://londonnewsonline.co.uk/in-my-view-bell-ribeiro-addy-mp-for-streatham-4/


Water privatisation is a raw deal
This month saw the ping pong stage of the Environment Bill. I voted for a number of 
amendments to reduce harmful particles in the air, ensure the government stays on track 
for net zero with interim climate targets and place a legal duty on water companies to limit 
sewage damage to rivers. 

In the last year alone, raw sewage was discharged into UK rivers and seas over 400,000 times. 
There were 2,941 discharges into UK coastal bathing waters during the May-September 
bathing season alone, severely impacting coastal communities. The UK is ranked last in 
the EU for bathing water quality. Not one of our rivers is in a healthy condition, with none 
meeting good chemical standards and only 14% meeting good ecological standards.

From 1991-2019, water companies paid out £57 billion in dividends to shareholders. A yet-
to-be-published government report suggests it would cost no more than £62bn to deal 
with the worst excesses of sewage outflows. 

Sewage is being piped into our lakes, rivers and the sea because water companies are 
leaking money that should be spent on infrastructure into shareholders' pockets and the 
government is letting them get away with it. 

Worse still, these dividends were funded by companies borrowing on the backs of billpayers, 
with the average household in England paying £53 a year on top of their water bills to 
subsidise them. 

Quite simply, running water as a for-profit venture leaves us all worse-off and 
our rivers clogged with sewage. We have a government that is so ideologically 
committed to privatisation that they can't smell what's wrong with this. There’s 
a clear way forwards to clean up this mess: take water into public ownership 
and use the money that goes into water to fund improvements to the system. 
 

Ban Fire and Rehire
I’ve been proud to campaign alongside 
my tireless colleague Barry Gardiner in 
his attempt to outlaw the disgraceful 
practice of Fire and Rehire, which allows 
big companies to push the financial 
impact of Covid onto workers. 

Sadly, this month the Tories voted down his 
legislation to stop bad bosses railroading 
staff into worse pay and conditions. Even 
right-wingers like Jacob Rees-Mogg and 
Boris Johnson can't bring themselves to 
publicly justify allowing big companies 
cut staff pay and conditions to protect profits. Yet they showed their true colours by blocking 
this legislation. For them, workers’ rights will always come a distant last to big companies’ 
ability to extract maximum profit from their workers.  

As my colleague Andy McDonald said: “the message to bad bosses is they can carry on 
as before". I’ll keep fighting to abolish this heinous practice. We can’t let unscrupulous 
employers use the current crisis to force staff onto worse pay and conditions. 



Improving the regulation of online pornography
There is currently a shocking lack of regulation of online pornography websites, which enable 
illegal and non-consensual videos to be uploaded as user-generated content and allow 
easy viewing access to children. A recent survey by the Centre to End All Sexual Exploitation 
(CEASE) found that more than 80% of the public want strict laws to ensure people featured 
in pornography have given their consent before videos can be uploaded and 86% would 
support laws to stop children viewing pornographic content online. There is also growing 
concern regarding the impact of simulated abuse in pornography videos which serves to 
normalise sexual violence and misogyny.  

I have previously used my role in the Women and Equalities Select Committee to raise the 
need for the Government to use the Online Safety Bill to introduce regulations to online 
pornography websites. This month, I reiterated those calls in an EDM and called on the 
Government to introduce age verification for accessing pornography websites, and to use 
the Online Safety Bill to ensure that pornography sites stop hosting legal but harmful and 
extreme pornography. I further called for the Government to ensure that anyone featured in 
an online pornography video has given their express permission.

Repeal the Coronavirus Act
MPs were yet again denied a vote on the Government's draconian Coronavirus Act this 
month. With the UK running at way above the average daily case rate of similar European 
countries, struggling with booster uptake and now even falling behind on first jab, it’s clear 
that this legislation isn’t serving its intended purpose of protecting people. We should 
replace it with legislation that actually does this and look at everything from increasing and 
extending sick pay to scrapping social care easements, ending the hostile environment, 
making workplaces safe, protecting our data, and preventing evictions. Sadly, we have a 
government that would rather let the NHS be overwhelmed and treatment lists spiral than 
simply ask people to wear masks again and work from home.

Menopause Revolution
It was great to support the Menopause Revolution in Parliament 
this month alongside Davina McCall. My colleague Carolyn Harris’s 
Menopause (Support and Services) Bill had its second reading in the 
House of Commons on 29 October 2021. Thanks to this campaign, 
spearheaded in Parliament by Carolyn, the Government has been 
pressured into slashing prescription charges for HRT in England in 
a real forwards step. 

As well as cutting prescription charges by hundreds of pounds, we 
also need to see a change in workplace policy around menopause. 
Three in five women experiencing menopause say it has a negative 
impact on them at work, affecting their confidence and making it 
hard to disclose symptoms and take sick leave. We must end the 
stigma and transform workplaces to ensure no woman is put at a 
disadvantage just because of getting older.

View the full text of my EDM

Read my piece on repealing the Coronavirus Act

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58991
https://www.politicshome.com/thehouse/article/nobody-is-protected-from-coronavirus-until-everyone-is-why-we-should-repeal-and-replace-the-coronavirus-act


Autumn Budget and Spending Review

The Chancellor’s sunny rhetoric in his budget speech concealed the grim reality of a looming win-
ter of discontent. It showed the Tories are finding new ways to make sure the rich get richer while 
rinsing the rest of us.

Taking us back to the future
This Budget was a tacit admission that we’ve endured a lost decade of Tory rule, with the govern-
ment crowing about taking the education budget back up to the 2010 levels of the last Labour 
government. That’s cheering the fact you’ve failed to spend a penny more on education in fifteen 
years. In many cases, the government’s not even levelling back. The 300 youth centres announced 
by the Chancellor yesterday won’t plug the gap in youth services left by the 750 closed since 2010. 
75 children’s hubs won’t make up for the 1,000 Sure Start centres closed since 2010.

Showing green is just a word to them
After years of inflation-busting railway fare hikes, it was cheaper to travel by COP26 by air than 
getting there by train. The week before COP26, the Government announced it would be cutting 
air passenger duty in half for carbon intensive domestic flights. We should be encouraging people 
away from flying, not incentivising them to fly more.

Entrenching inequality
We can’t talk about sexism, racism, ableism and poverty without talking about the economy. Wom-
en in Britain will be £48bn worse off over the next six years under this Budget. Ahead of the Budget, 
I wrote to the Chancellor along with Zarah Sultana and Apsana Begum to call for action to address 
the growing inequality of the last decade and a comprehensive equality impact assessment of 
all spending commitments. If the Government are going to tax and spend in a way that hammers 
people with protected characteristics, the least they can do is be honest about this.

Putting bankers before benefits
From the start of the pandemic to the middle of 2021, the wealth gap between the richest 10% and 
poorest 10% grew by £40,000 in the UK. It will go higher. Nothing sums up the Budget better than 
taking £4 billion away from some of the most deprived households in the UK to give bankers a tax 
break. It’s government by the rich, for the rich.  After a year when UK billionaires raked in £106.5bn 
and ordinary households shouldered a disproportionate share, it’s time to look at taxing unearned 
wealth, not the people who worked to create it.

Flatlining wages
From 1992 to 2008, real wages grew at a rate of 38%. Since 2008, they have grown by just 2.4%. Af-
ter the last recession, banks got bailouts while UK workers saw the biggest wage squeeze since the 
Napoleonic era. The latest announcements continue this trend. News of an end to the public sector 
pay freeze is not good enough with the government refusing to rule out below-inflation pay rises. 
It won’t make a dent in the real terms pay loss experienced by nurses, paramedics, care workers, 
refuse collectors, firefighters and teachers over the last decade. All the evidence points to flatlining 
wages for the foreseeable future, with the IFS predicting that average income is likely to be £9,000 
per person below pre-2008 trend.

Watch my Budget speech

https://twitter.com/BellRibeiroAddy/status/1456984754126049289


A Budget for Inequalities
Ahead of the Budget, I joined my colleauges Zarah Sultana MP and Apsana Begum MP to write to the 
Chancellor calling for a full equality impact assessment of the budget. We were sadly (but predicta-
bly) disappointed on the day.

With research from organisations across the political spectrum suggesting this Budget will continue 
the long-term trend of hammering people with protected characteristics, I used my speech to shine 
a light on this.  I asked the Government where their equality impact assessment was. Inequality was 
mentioned on four pages along with a brief accompanying note. When our law clearly stipulates that 
there should be comprehensive equalities impact assessments accompanying each bill, it just goes 
to show they really do see themselves as being above the law.

Among others, women will be the biggest losers from this Budget. A gender audit of Wednesday’s 
announcement by the House of Commons Library showed that 27 million women would be dispro-
portionately affected. An average British woman over 18 will be £1,800 worse off over the next six 
years because of the Chancellor’s tax rises, whilst those who are older will be hit with £2,500 less in 
pension benefits. Low-income households will be disproportionately hit and that disabled people 
and people from minority ethnic groups are more likely to be in lower-income households.

The Conservative party broke its manifesto pledge to maintain the triple lock on state pensions, af-
fecting more than 1 million people. State pension levels in this country are shamefully low, with some 
of the highest rates of pensioner poverty of any wealthy European country as a consequence.

The Chancellor’s speech was an exercise in public relations, not a serious presentation of his own 
actions. He failed to mention that his own tax changes mean the average household will be paying 
£3,000 more in taxes per year by 2026. So much for building back better and so much for levelling up. 
The reality is that this is another austerity Budget from yet another Tory Chancellor.

Women and Equalities Select Committee update
This month, the Women and Equalities Select Committee held two very interesting 
sessions, the first, interviewing the Government preferred candidate for the Social 
Mobility Commission and the second with the Chair of the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC).

The Social Mobility Committee is an advisory, non-departmental body which aim to 
“create a United Kingdom where the circumstances of birth do not determine outcomes 
in life”. The Government’s preferred candidate for chair, Katherine Birbalsingh CBE, 
came before the Committee for a pre-appointment meeting, to allow us to assess 
the suitability of her appointment. I used my time during the session to question Ms 
Birbalsingh’s views on the impact of child poverty on social mobility, her understanding of 
what social mobility looks like, and how nepotism can hinder chances for social mobility. 
While I was not entirely convinced by the answers received from Ms Birbalsingh, the 
committee has taken the decision to endorse the appointment.

Each year, the Committee holds a session with the Chair of the EHRC. Baroness Falkner 
(Chair) and Marcial Boo (CEO) joined us to take questions on the general functioning of 
the EHRC. I raised questions regarding the frequency with which the EHRC meets with 
Equalities ministers, the EHRC’s response to the CRED report, and the independence 
of the EHRC. I also took the opportunity to raise questions regarding the leaked email, 
which appeared in the Guardian, which raised concerns regarding the EHRC’s internal 
handling of internal race relations. 



Campaigns

Justice for Sarah Everard
On 5th October, Home Secretary Priti Patel finally announced an inquiry into the circumstances 
surrounding the murder of Sarah Everard. However, there are two reasons to be very cautious about 
this. 

The Government has not confirmed the terms of reference for the inquiry, nor has it revealed who 
will lead it or when it will begin. For now, it seems clear that the inquiry will be non-statutory’, mean-
ing it will not take place under the Inquiries Act 2005. I’m also worried that their initial comments 
around the terms of reference suggest they will be looking to limit the scope of this inquiry to the 
individual rather than focusing on the institution that produced him. 

The Metropolitan Police also announced its own internal investigation into ‘standards and culture’, 
to be led by Baroness Casey alongside another Independent Office for Police Conduct investiga-
tion. The Home Secretary’s declaration that she wants an independent inquiry held in parallel to the 
Met’s own ‘standards and culture’ investigation and the IOPC’s review is a tacit admission that nei-
ther the Met Police, nor the IOPC, can be trusted to properly investigate the institution of policing to 
reach conclusions that command public confidence and learn the lessons necessary for change.  

The recent Daniel Morgan Inquiry makes it very clear that society simply cannot rely on the Met’s 
promises to provide full and frank disclosure. As we move towards the start of the inquiry into Sa-
rah’s murder I’ll be pushing for a thorough examination that considers institutional misogyny within 
the force as a whole. If we’re going to stop this happening again, it’s absolutely crucial that this in-
quiry has broad terms of reference and proper powers to compel witnesses to testify and force the 
Met to disclose documents. There must be no obstacles to justice for Sarah.

Pushing for Plan B response to Covid
With the head start of our vaccine programme now dissipating, we’ve fallen behind other European 
countries where cases are much lower. Coupled with the risk posed by winter flu, I’m really worried 
about the winter ahead. 

The government's current strategy of letting Covid overwhelm the NHS will put lives at risk and 
jeopardise treatment for millions. This month, Labour have been calling on the government to 
move to Plan B and reintroduce baseline restrictions like home working and mask-wearing to ease 
pressure on the NHS over winter. I’d also like to see them revisit the issue of sick pay, which helps 
slow the spread of the virus.

Wear Red Day
Wear Red Day has become an important fixture in the anti-racist 
calendar. On the 21st of October, we wear red to Show Racism the 
Red Card and support the fantastic grassroots anti-racism work this 
charity does in schools throughout England, Scotland and Wales, 
delivering anti-racism workshops to more than 50,000 young peo-
ple every year and also providing training to teachers. 

To register your workplace, school – or get involved as an individual – 
for next year’s event get in touch with Show Racism the Red Card at: 
info@theredcard.org.

mailto:info@theredcard.org


Acht Anois
The St Andrew's Agreement was signed in 
October 2006. As part of the agreement, 
the British Government promised to enact 
an Irish-language act for the north in 
Westminister if it did not come about through 
the Assembly. But Irish speakers in the north 
are still waiting for legislation to protect their 
language rights.

There has long been Welsh-language 
legislation in Wales, Scots Gaelic-legislation 
in Scotland, and Irish-language legislation 

in the south of Ireland. The north of Ireland is the only place on these islands that does 
not have internal legislation to protect the primary native language. With Brandon Lewis 
recently promising legislation on this by the end of October, I joined a cross-party group of 
MPs to call on the Government to bring forwards this long-awaited legislation.

Education is key to tackling the climate emergency
A big thank you to my colleague Nadia 
Whittome for securing a parliamentary debate 
on introducing climate education in schools. I 
was glad to join Teach the Future to show my 
support for teaching young people the truth 
about the climate emergency and preparing 
them for the future ahead of the debate.

We must ensure that students are properly 
taught about the climate emergency and 
ecological crisis we now face. That means 
integrating this into other parts of our curriculum outside geography and science and 
training teachers specifically in how to teach these difficult topics sensitively.

Community Tech Aid
Having access to technology isn't a luxury, it's a lifeline. But after a decade of austerity and rising 
poverty, too many people are struggling to get online. Without a phone and even basic internet 
access, it's impossible to connect with vital support services, make doctor’s appointments, and keep 
in touch with loved ones.  

The last 12 months have pushed many members of our marginalised communities further into 
poverty.  The effects of lockdown, increased living costs, Universal Credit cuts and increased taxes 
continue to exacerbate existing inequalities. 

This month, Community Tech Aid and Millenium Community Solutions have been fundraising to 
get smart phones to patients at King’s College Hospital people on very low incomes, who are often 
housebound, living in temporary accommodation, hospitalised or living alone with complicated 
medical conditions. As they close in on their target, please consider making a donation if you have 
the means. 

Donate to Community Tech Aid's smart phones fundraiser

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/smartphones-for-vulnerable-communitieshttps://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/smartphones-for-vulnerable-communities


COP26: Debt justice is climate justice
After centuries of exploitation and underdevelopment by wealthy countries, developing countries 
are now being forced to confront the climate emergency with both hands tied behind their back. 
Last year alone, countries were forced to spend $372 billion on servicing debt. Recent analysis from 
the Jubilee Debt Campaign found that 34 of the world’s poorest countries are spending £21.4bn on 
debt payments a year compared with £3.9bn on measures to tackle the climate emergency. 

Low-income countries are responsible for less than 1% of the world's carbon emissions whilst rich 
countries like the UK industrialised and became prosperous on the back of vast emissions. Debt 
compounds an unequal situation where poorer countries now face some of the most devastating 
impacts of climate breakdown in spite of having done the least to cause it. 

I joined the fantastic Jubilee Debt Campaign ahead of COP26 to discuss debt cancellation and 
climate justice. I believe that, as one of the largest historic emitters and one of the largest  
contemporary per capita emitters, the least the UK can do is push for debt cancellation to allow 
climate-vulnerable countries to mobilise resources and ensure an equitable global green transition.

Opposing the Health and Care Bill
The Tories are imposing another top-down reorganisation on the 
NHS so they can roll out the red carpet for private companies and 
make corrupt covid contracting the new normal. This month, I 
joined campaigners from Streatham and across Londonoutside 
Parliament to oppose their Health and Care Bill.

The NHS was already at crisis point before the pandemic hit 
after a decade of privatisation and cuts. With Covid pushing 
waiting lists even higher, the last thing it needs is more of 
the same medicine. The money we spend on healthcare 
should go into the essential health services we all use, not 
into the coffers of corner-cutting contractors and companies 
with close ties to Tory MPs and their family members. 

Read coverage of the protest in SW Londoner

https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/02112021-south-west-london-mps-join-health-and-care-bill-protest/


Commemorating the Battle of Cable Street
I was glad to join this month’s rally to commemorate and reflect on the Battle of Cable Street. 85 
years ago, working class Londoners stood together to stop Oswald Moseley’s Black shirts in their 
tracks as they marched through the heart of London’s East End, targeting the place where many 
Jewish people had made their homes.

They were opposed by a popular front made up of people from the Jewish community, local trade 
unionists (notably Irish dockers), communists, anarchists, and various socialist groups. There are 
lessons in this as we confront the rising tide of the far right across Europe. The struggle against anti-
Semitism, racism and fascism continues. 

World Teacher Day
This month, I said a huge thank you to the amazing teachers in Streatham who have kept children 
learning over the last year. Now more than ever, we have to start giving teaching staff the recognition 
they deserve and giving our schools the funding they need. 

Justice for College Teachers
College staff have worked tirelessly throughout the Covid-19 crisis for their students. As we come out 
of the pandemic, further education will be central to the nation's economic recovery. There is nothing 
teachers want more than to do their jobs but they cannot stand by while the government continues 
to degrade their jobs, with pay in further education lagging behind schools. 

Further education staff at Lambeth College were on strike this month calling for fair pay after 
receiving a miserly 1% “pay rise”. The pay gap between college and school teachers now stands at 
£9,000. I was proud to send a message of solidarity to local educators, who have been undervalued 
and underpaid for too long.



National Lorry Week
A toxic combination of draconian immigration 
policies and failure to plan for Brexit have left us 
facing a shortage of more than 100,000 HGV 
drivers. This week I joined the Road Haulage 
Association to discuss the difficulties the 
industry faces and show my support for lorry 
drivers. We must replace the current mess with 
a fair immigration system that upholds human 
rights for migrants, workers’ rights for all and 
genuinely reflects the UK's economic needs. 

As of the start of the month, 4 out of 10 people 
in  Streatham have seen an increase in their energy bills already, 6 out of 10 had witnessed empty 
shelves in their supermarket and 1 in 3 had been unable to purchase fuel at a petrol station.

Boycott Uber
This month, I joined Black Lives Matter and the IWGB Union to demand Uber drop its racist facial 
recognition algorithm, reinstate unfairly terminated drivers and couriers and introduce the fair 
terminations process called for last year. The IWGB Union is taking Uber to court over its racist 
facial recognition algorithm, which has led to unfair dismissals for BAME drivers. Drivers of colour 
have been illegally deactivated when facial-verification software failed to recognise who they 
were, with 1 in 5 darker-skinned female faces and 1 in 20 darker-skinned men failing the algorithm. 
This has profound ramifications for Uber’s workforce, which is 95% people of colour in London. 



World Sight Loss Day
To mark World Sight Loss Day, I joined my colleague Marsha de Cordova, who hosted a parliamentary 
drop-in alongside Fight for Sight UK, the Macular Society and the Royal National Institute of Blind 
People to mark World Sight Day and raise awareness about the importance of regular eye tests. 
There are more than two million people in the UK living with sight loss. Around half of these cases are 
avoidable. I’ll continue to advocate for eye health in Parliament.

Long Live the Local
It was good to meet with Long Live the Local at long last this month. I was also happy to write to the 
Chancellor ahead of the budget echoing their call for a cut on Beer Duty to help support local pubs 
and off-licences in Streatham. I am sure those who were supporting this campaign were pleased to 
hear that the Government will be doing just that.
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