
Out of the Frying Pan, Into 
the Fire for People & Planet

The Tories have spent most of the last year shouting down Labour's call for a Windfall Tax on the ex-
cess oil and gas profits being generated by the price rises that are making life miserable for all but 
a handful of fossil fuel shareholders. This month, they were forced to relent. Just days after voting 
against Labour's motion for a Windfall Tax, the Tories announced a new package of measures. This 
is a Government that is flying by the seat of its pants.

These measures are a step in the right direction. But they are still too little, too late - just about 
making up for the' £1,040 cut to Universal Credit last year before we'd seen such staggering energy 
bill rises. Funds won't be hitting bank accounts until much later on either, leaving people struggling 
in the meantime.

It gets worse when we look at the detail. A proper Windfall Tax of 95% would have raised £13 billion. 
This tax raises just £5 billion. Worse still, it comes alongside tax giveaways to the fossil fuel sector, 
which incentivise new fossil fuel extraction. The Government could have incentivised oil and gas 
companies to invest in renewables or used these lost tax revenues to kickstart a mass home insu-
lation programme.

There's a bigger point here. The cost of producing oil 
and gas hasn't increased, just its selling price. In other 
words, these companies are making massive profits 
purely through virtue of ownership. If energy com-
panies are raking in massive profits from consumers 
year on year, that’s not only an argument for wind-
fall taxes. It’s an argument to take energy into public 
ownership and use the money we pay shareholders to 
cut bills and invest in renewables instead.

Against the Government's knee-jerk efforts to pro-
tect profits, we need a long-term plan to build secu-
rity for people and our energy sector, so we can pro-
tect everyone from a cost of living crisis that shows 
no signs of abating. That means inflation-proofing 
wages, pensions & benefits, reversing cuts to Uni-
versal Credit, capping rents, retrofitting homes and 
energy in public ownership so we can drive through 
a transition to renewables - reducing emissions and 
reliance on volatile, polluting fossil fuels.

Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP
Monthly Report,
May 2022



In the Constituency

Eid Party for Local Refugees
With the Government’s ongoing attack on refugees, it’s always good to remember that we 
live in a welcoming, diverse community. Our dysfunctional asylum system means families 
are stuck in substandard hotel accommodation without the right to work, subsisting on a 
meagre state allowance of £40.85 a week per person. This month, I hosted an Eid Party for 
some of these families at Agnes Riley Gardens. Thank you to everyone who came along to my 
Eid Party for local refugee families this month but particularly to New Vision 4 Women, Ash 
Shahada Housing Association, and all those who painted faces, contributed gifts, prepared 
food and helped to put a smile on everyone's faces. 

Dementia Action Week
It was great to round off Dementia Action week with a with a team de-
mentia awareness session in the constituency office, kindly facilitated by 
Alzheimer’s Society. Every year, the Alzheimer’s Society works with individ-
uals and organisations across the UK to encourage people to ‘act on de-
mentia’ and make communities more dementia-friendly. With thousands 
of people living with the condition in our borough alone, this is vital.



Tooting Job Centre
I visited Streatham’s recently opened sister job 
centre in Tooting on Friday to find out more about 
how they’re helping people in our area find work. 
As well as running job fairs, it’s good to see some 
of the targeted support they’re offering, including 
dedicated disability-confident employer sessions, 
and their work partnering up with local NHS trusts 
to recruit local people into our health service. I’ve 
agreed to work with them to make links with King’s 
College and Guy’s & St Thomas’s to this effect and 
subsequently connected them up with other local 
organisations.

Standing with Local Teachers 
I joined my constituency neighbour Florence 
Eshalomi MP to meet with a local delegation of 
education trade unionists to discuss questions 
of school funding and teachers’ pay. Our schools 
are currently facing the consequences of years of 
austerity, compounded by the impact of Covid on 
education. Teacher pay is about 20% less than it 
would be if it was linked to inflation. From 2010-
2019, the average classroom teacher and teaching 
assistant saw real terms pay cuts of £4,400 and 
£4,000 respectively. 

Like many, teachers and support staff are finding 
escalating living costs unmanageable, particularly in London. We have a recruitment and 
retention crisis in the profession with 30% of teachers leaving within the first five years. I’m 
committed to working with teachers and their unions to ensure our schools are properly 
funded and our teachers are properly paid and supported.

Making Streatham Safer
I understand people are really concerned by this month’s shooting on Brixton Hill and 
several other high-profile violent crimes in our area. We know summer often brings 
flashpoints in gang violence. Making Streatham safer for everyone is an absolute priority 
for me as your Labour MP. This month, I’ve organised a meeting between the Lambeth 
MPs, the Borough Commander and our Council lead on community safety to discuss 
plans to keep the community safe over the summer months.  

I’m clear that we should be ramping up regular patrols in the here and now – something 
which we’ve been promised repeatedly by the Police. It's no secret that many of the 
policies that would do most to cut crime are those which tackle some of its major root 
causes: inequality and poverty. As well as increased patrols and a greater emphasis on 
community policing, we also need a long-term strategy with a laser focus on prevention: 
a public health approach to violent crime which encompasses everything from early 
interventions and mental health support to reversing youth service cuts and ending 
school exclusions. 



Welcoming our new Labour Councillors
May got off to a flyer, with Streatham sending 22 coun-
cillors to Town Hall in the local elections and Labour 
holding 58 of 63 seats overall. Congratulations to our 
newly elected and re-elected councillor candidates for 
Brixton Acre Lane, Brixton Rush Common, Clapham 
Common & Abbeville, Clapham East, Clapham Park, 
Streatham Hill East, St Leonard’s, St Martin’s, Streatham 
Common & Vale and Streatham Wells. We fought a fan-
tastic campaign to take out the last Tory in Lambeth, 
won a seat off the Greens in St Leonard’s and took the 
result agonisingly close in Streatham Hill West & Thorn-
ton. Thank you so much to everyone who dedicated 
their time and energy to campaigning for Labour coun-
cil candidates in Streatham and beyond.

The work to build a cleaner, greener, more equal borough has already begun. I’ve been meeting with 
our councillors on a ward-by-ward basis this month to talk about how we can work together going 
forwards, deliver for our local communities and build support for our local party.

I joined my Lambeth Labour colleagues Florence Eshalomi 
MP and Helen Hayes MP at Lambeth Town Hall for the first 
full meeting of the new Council. I’d like to say thank you to 
our outgoing Mayor, Councillor Annie Gallop for all her ser-
vice to our community over the last year and congratulate 
our newly elected Mayor Pauline George, the first British Ni-
gerian woman to represent our borough, who will make an 
outstanding ambassador for our community.

Finally, it was lovely to catch up with some of our local par-
ty activists in the aftermath of the elections at our latest 
members' social at Pratt and Payne's.

Save Streatham's Station Ticket Offices
Recently amended guidance around changing ticket office open-
ing hours appears to clear the way for train operating companies to 
close down thousands of rail station ticket offices across the coun-
try, including Streatham, Streatham Hill, and Streatham Common. 
Losing ticket offices at our Streatham stations would have particu-
larly damaging consequences for elderly and disabled people in our 
community (not to mention jobs) but unattended stations are less 
safe for everybody. Meanwhile, rail fare increases this year mean 
the cost of a season ticket between Streatham and London Bridge 
has risen by 46% since 2010. It’s unjustifiable for rail companies to 
charge more and more while delivering less to passengers who pay 
for their services. I’ve launched a petition this month with our newly 
elected Labour Councillor for St Leonard’s, Martin Abrams, to save 
our station ticket offices. Please sign and share it to protect jobs 
and keep our stations safe and accessible.

Sign our petition to Save Streatham's Ticket Offices

https://bellribeiroaddy.com/save-streathams-station-ticket-offices/


On the Local Election Campaign Trail

It was great to be out with local Labour members and council candidates over the last month, knock-
ing on as many doors as possible, listening to residents' concerns and telling them about our plans 
for the area.

St Mary's (Battersea) Holland Ward (Kensington) Thornton Heath (Croydon)
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Cutting the Ribbon on Unigate Wood Nature Reserve
I was delighted to cut the ribbon on the newly declared Unigate Wood nature reserve this month. 
During the pandemic, our green spaces have been an important outlet for exercise, entertainment 
and escapism. Unigate Wood is one of two newly declared Local Nature Reserves in Streatham as 
part of Lambeth Council's Climate Action Plan to tackle the climate and ecological emergency fac-
ing our planet. It has been great to witness council and community working together to transform 
the Wood into the hidden gem it is today. In a borough where 60 per cent of households are living in 
flats without access to private outdoor space, we're building a greener community where everyone 
can get out into lovely green spaces.

Celebrating Local Family Orgs with LEAP
Lambeth Early Action Partnership (LEAP) gives 0-3 
year olds in our area the best possible start in life, 
supporting local families with their children’s nutri-
tional, social, emotional and verbal development. 
It was great join their annual awards ceremony this 
month to celebrate the work of local family-ori-
ented organisations. I was very happy to hand out 
a Unique Innovation Award to local children’s ac-
tivity group Whippersnappers for their engaging 
work helping children to express themselves.



Polling Day
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Supporting Residents with 
Housing Issues
People living at St Giles House have been dealing 
with a number of issues lately. An elderly resident 
recently had her bag stolen outside the front door 
of the building, losing her front door key and key fob 
to access the building in the process. When follow-
ing up on this, I was made aware of several other 
issues that their provider, Sanctuary Housing, had 
failed to address - including a serious leak that had 
been going on since before Christmas. 

I organised a meeting between St Giles’ House residents and the Regional Director of Sanctuary so 
residents could tell their provider about some of the issues they’ve been experiencing first-hand. 
I’m pleased to say that Sanctuary has made several improvements as a result of the issues I raised 
after the last visit. They have fixed the leak, instituted an emergency phone number to report disre-
pair issues in future, and are in the process of replacing the ruined carpets. This month, they've also 
promised to set out a timetable for works, pledged to communicate properly around any future de-
lay in repairs and committed to a meeting to run through service charges with residents and explain 
exactly what they’re getting for their money.

Gwynne House residents were without lift access 
for six weeks last year, causing many great pain and 
difficulty. I've been working with St Martin’s Ten-
ants and Residents Association to ensure every-
one is properly compensated. The good news? 
This month their landlord, Metropolitan Thames 
Valley Housing, has finally relented and will offer 
compensation on a collective basis – rather than 
on an individual basis. The bad news? They’re of-
fering just £25 for weeks of inconvenience. They 
are also refusing compensation to residents be-
low the first floor – despite these users also paying 
service charges for a functioning lift. 

This is nowhere near good enough. When residents of Williams House were without lift access for 
a similar length of time, they were given £250 - a sum which hardly covers the inconvenience as it 
is. I’m meeting with residents next month to discuss next steps and hold landlords accountable for 
poor housing conditions and disrepair issues. Improving housing conditions for local residents is a 
top priority. If you have a housing issue, you can always reach out to my office.

Meeting Local Nurses
I met with members of the Royal College of Nurses via Zoom 
this month to hear about the realities of nursing in South 
London. Our NHS staff are doing an incredible job under in-
credible strain. But there's a Brexit-shaped hole in our NHS, 
with EU recruitment down 90% since the referendum result. 
NHS England has nearly 40,000 unfilled nursing posts, with 
the number of nurses leaving our NHS hitting a four-year 
high this month. With so many nurses facing burnout, it’s 
clear we need a long-term workforce plan, safe staffing levels, better mental health support and a 
proper pay rise for NHS workers.



Casework

Housing and immigration made up the bulk of my casework this month. I've been 
helping residents with housing issues: from excessive service charges to disrepair 
cases and an ongoing attempt to secure compensation for residents whose lifts 
were out of order for several weeks. I have assisted a number of people with inquiries 
about Home Office passport delays as the Government fail to get a grip on the 
massive backlog as more and more people head off on holiday with Covid public 
health measures lifted this summer. I assisted a number of constituents with Ukraine 
sponsorship applications this month as well.

Correspondence
This month's correspondence has featured a range of issues with constituents writing to 
me on everything from the shooting of journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, miscarriage support, 
and more emails regarding the Conversion Therapy Bill. I also received a huge influx of emails 
regarding the disastrous Bills announced in the Queen’s Speech, most of which seem to 
further the Government’s authoritarian agenda.

On the 18th May, the Government had scheduled to deport 50 former offenders to 
Jamaica. Naturally, dozens of constituents wrote to me asking me to intervene and call on 
the Home Secretary to halt the flight. I am opposed to the Government’s extensive use of 
deportation and their ongoing attacks on migrants and refugees. I believe that this policy, 
alongside plans to offshore people seeking asylum in Rwanda, is a continuation of the 
widely discredited hostile environment for migrants which led to the Windrush scandal.  I 
will always oppose the Government’s inhumane use of mass deportation flights, and their 
continued perpetuation of the hostile environment.

May
Statistics

Crown and Sceptre Closure
I was really sad to hear about the closure of the Crown and Sceptre pub on Streatham Hill 
– a firm favourite for our Streatham Labour socials. It would be a real shame to lose this 
pub to another development. Labour's 2019 manifesto had a range of great measures to  
protect our pubs from closing - including listing them as Assets of Community Value so 
that communities can purchase pubs when threatened by closure. Our proposals for four 
additional Bank Holidays would also have brought a boost to the pub trade.



In Parliament

Queen’s Speech
I was in Parliament for the new session this month, listening to the Queen’s Speech. Hearing some 
backbench Tories speak, you’d think people were choosing to be poor. Tory budgeting tips from the 
frontbench included telling people struggling to afford the basics that they should "take more hours 
or move to a better job". A ridiculous comment coming from the party of zero-hours contracts, stag-
nant wages and benefit cuts. 

Another Tory MP insisted that people needed to learn to cook and budget better, before doubling 
down on these comments and supposedly “proving” them by visiting his local food bank where they 
produced 175 meals for £50. Conclusive evidence that anyone with £50, an Aldi within walking dis-
tance, a team of helpers, an industrial kitchen, and a trained chef can make meals for 30p a pop. 

The reality is that the party in power has consistently chosen to make people poor over the last dec-
ade, all while facilitating a massive transfer of wealth to the very richest in our society. And this trend 
has only accelerated since Boris Johnson and Rishi Sunak took the helm. During the first year of the 
pandemic, we witnessed one of the largest transfers of wealth to the very richest in our society as UK 
billionaires sat back and increased their wealth by £290,000,000 a day. 

Labour gave the Government a chance to help people this month of lecturing them, proposing an 
emergency budget and a windfall tax on the North Sea oil and gas companies making millions of 
everyone else’s misery. Not to be outdone, the Tories voted both these measures down then an-
nounced an emergency windfall tax one week later. 

Instead of announcing a plan to tackle the energy bills crisis and help people facing poverty and 
financial turmoil, the Government used the Queen's Speech to set out an agenda to keep things 
this way and keep wealth and power in the hands of the few, with drastic new measures to curb our 
right to protest, rip up the Human Rights Act, and destroy some of the other vital legal protections 
we currently have.  

Public Order Bill
Faced with a crisis of escalating living costs, 
what’s the Government’s top priority for the 
coming months? Making it harder for people to 
protest. I’m sure that has nothing to do with the 
sheer scale of opposition that their response 
to the cost of living crisis is likely to generate. I 
voted against their Public Order Bill at Second 
Reading and also tabled a reasoned amend-
ment to throw it out. Our country's strong tradi-
tion of dissent is the reason we have the rights 
and freedoms we all enjoy today. But we have a 
Government that's determined to entrench the 
power of the very wealthiest in our society and 
crack down on anyone who raises their voice in 
opposition to this. 

Opposing the Public Order Bill

https://youtu.be/8uIvDuqSaqU


Urgent Question on the 
Murder of Shireen Abu Akleh 
In May, Al Jazeera reported that their journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh was shot in the head by an Israeli snip-
er whilst covering an IDF raid on a refugee camp in 
the illegally occupied West Bank. She was wearing a 
flak jacket with “Press” written on it. Her producer was 
also shot in the back. The Speaker granted an urgent 
question on Shireen’s killing after her pallbearers and 
mourners faced attacks as they attempted to lay her 
to rest in East Jerusalem.

I made two points, as well as calling for a fully independent investigation. Firstly, that Pal-
estinians are being denied dignity even in death. Secondly, that the Government’s failure 
to recognise Palestine and treat Palestinians as an equal party in the peace process is a 
massive stumbling block. How can they say they want a two-state solution whilst refusing 
to recognise one of the states involved?

New Vision 4 Women
It was a pleasure to welcome New Vision 4 Women and Amazing Women Global to Parliament 
to deliver an empowerment workshop this week. Founded by my constituent Nighat Khan, 
New Vision 4 Women run a range of services to empower women, helping with everything 
from family life to employment skills, digital learning, health and civic education. I’m always 
proud to support them in all they do.

Covid Memorial Quilt
I stopped by the Covid Memorial Quilt in Parliament on 
Wednesday to see how it's coming along. Launched 
by my colleague Dawn Butler, this quilt is a tapestry 
of stories from constituencies up and down the coun-
try. Streatham’s beautiful entry, from the South Lon-
don Refugee Association, is a call for an end to No 
Recourse to Public Funds, which left people from mi-
grant communities destitute during the pandemic and 
left to rely on charity and a postcode lottery.



Mullivaikal Remembrance Day
Every year, Mullivaikkal Remembrance Day 
is observed by Tamil people to remember the 
tens of thousands who died in the final stages 
of the Sri Lankan Civil War. Our Government 
has received several significant submissions 
detailing the human rights abuses inflicted in 
Sri Lanka but has not acted on them. Labour’s 
2019 manifesto promised to work through the 
UN and the Commonwealth to insist on the 
protection of human rights for Sri Lanka’s mi-

nority Tamil and Muslim populations. I was proud to join Tamils for Labour this week and reiterate my 
commitment to holding the perpetrators of these atrocities accountable, including through sanc-
tions. 

Briefing with Sinn Féin Leadership
I was really pleased to meet with Mary Lou McDonald and 
Michelle O’Neill off the back of Sinn Féin’s recent election 
victory. It was really exciting to hear all about their plan to 
overcome the stalemate in Stormont and get to work de-
livering for the people of Ireland. With the Government 
threatening to rip up their own Northern Ireland Protocol 
and putting down a Bill that would deny justice to victims 
of the conflict, it’s vital that we keep defending the Good 
Friday Agreement and peace in Northern Ireland.

Women and Equalities Select Committee Update
This month, the Women and Equalities Committee looked at a range of interesting issues 
across three different inquiries we are carrying out. During our evidence session on 
pornography and its impact on violence against women, I asked witnesses about sexually 
explicit magazines containing models posing as under-aged children: an issue brought 
to my attention by a constituent who saw magazines depicting these kind of images on 
sale in our area. Pornographic materials are often filled with various types of this “legal 
but harmful” content. The Online Safety Bill is an opening to legislate against this type of 
content and tackle other concerns raised during this session regarding pornography and 
its impact on violence against women. 

We also ran a one-off session examining what the higher education sector is doing to 
address racial harassment and discrimination of students and staff. It examined the 
effect of racial harassment on students and staff, steps universities are taking to address 
and understand racial discrimination on their campuses and what further steps must be 
taken by Higher Education and the Government. 

Finally, we held a one-off session on media reporting of women in Parliament which 
assessed how different outlets report on women MPs, women journalists' experiences 
and the culture within Parliamentary media teams. Representatives from BBC, The 
Sunday Times and Sky News joined us to give evidence for this session. The Mail Group, 
whose sexist story on Angela Rayner MP provided the impetus for this session, declined 
to attend.



Campaigns

Black Maternal Experiences Report
Black women are four times more like-
ly to die from pregnancy and childbirth. 
When the Government is asked take ac-
tion on this, they often claim they don’t 
have enough data. This week, campaign 
organisation Five X More (who form the 
Secretariat of the All Party Parliamenta-
ry Group on Black Maternal Health) have 
released their own survey of 1,300 Black 
women's experiences of UK maternity 
care. I was honoured to give a keynote 
speech at the Royal College of Nursing 
but as I told the audience, it can’t be 
right that we have to re-live our trauma 
just to be listened to. With fully 43% of 
the women surveyed reporting facing discrimination in maternity care, the evidence of in-
stitutional racism is there for the Government to see. Now they need to act, by setting bind-
ing targets to end these disparities once and for all.

Hosting Striking Security Guards in Parliament
Security guards at Great Ormond Street 
Hospital (GOSH) are the last workers in 
their NHS trust who are outsourced to a 
company owned by a Tory donor, Carl-
isle. As a consequence of this, they don’t 
get full NHS sick pay or the same paid 
maternity leave as other hospital work-
ers and missed out on last year’s meagre 
3% NHS pay rise. These predominantly 
black, brown and migrant workers taken 
over 50 days of strike action so far and 
made tribunal claims saying that this 
outsourcing amounts to indirect racial 
discrimination, with judgement on this 
imminent. 

GOSH hasn’t engaged with the security guards or UVW at all during this dispute. It was 
moving and inspiring to hear testimony from other trade unionists about how they launched 
similar actions and managed to win the same terms and conditions of their NHS counter-
parts. It’s clear that there is a pathway to ending the scandal of outsourcing, which squeez-
es workers and services to make money for the people who hold these contracts. I was also 
really proud to join GOSH workers on the picket line recently. 

Watch my speech on the picket line



UNISON: Mandatory Ethnicity Pay Gap Reporting
Your salary shouldn't be limited by your gender, the colour of your 
skin or your disability. But how can you call out unequal pay if you 
don’t know what your colleagues earn? I hosted a parliamentary 
drop-in with UNISON on mandatory ethnicity pay gap reporting. 
The Government must introduce mandatory ethnicity pay gap re-
porting to ensure equal work for equal pay - as recommended in 
our recent (cross-party) Women and Equalities Select Committee 
Report into the issue. 

Priced Out of Citizenship
In a big win for the campaigners fighting to ensure no 
child is priced out of citizenship, the Government has been 
forced to waive the £1,012 child citizenship fee for children 
in state care and children whose families who can't afford 
it. As recently as December, Tory MPs jeered my amend-
ment to the Nationality & Borders Act last December that 
would have waived fees for children in care & cut fees to 
cost price. Now the Government is adapting them as pol-
icy. But with the Government currently charging at least 
£596 over the odds on every single application, we need to 
keep fighting to cut this fee to admin costs and make sure 
nobody is paying over the odds just to take up their right 
to citizenship. 

Put Race Front and Centre of the Covid Inquiry
This month, I co-ordinated a cross-party letter on be-
half of the Federation of Ethnic Minority Healthcare 
Organisations (FEMHO) calling on the Government to 
include the unequal impact of the pandemic on minor-
itised communities in their Covid inquiry terms of refer-
ence and hear evidence from FEMHO. This was signed 
by 39 Labour, Green, Conservative, Liberal Democrat, 
Plaid Cymru and Scottish National Party MPs.

There are 178,000 reasons why we need a comprehen-
sive Covid inquiry that leaves no stone unturned and no 
community left behind. We need to understand what 
has happened and more importantly, exactly why it has 
happened, so that we can stop it from happening again. 
From the disproportionate numbers of black and brown 
NHS workers dying to the surge in Black youth unem-
ployment and the death of Belly Mujinga, the pandemic 
has shown that racism in our country is still a matter of 
life and death. Any meaningful Covid inquiry will put ra-
cial disparities front and centre.

I wrote for LabourList about sky-high citizenship fees

https://labourlist.org/2021/12/children-are-being-priced-out-of-british-citizenship-its-unjust-and-must-change/


Child Q and the Treatment of Black Children in Our Schools
This month, I joined my colleague Stella Creasy MP for 
a Zoom community meeting with Walthamstow Labour 
Party in the aftermath of the case of Child Q. Child Q 
was forcibly strip searched after she was wrongly ac-
cused of carrying cannabis. There was no adult present. 
She was on her period at the time. There is no apology 
that could atone for the perverse and racist degrada-
tion of Child Q, only action to ensure no child has to en-
dure what she went through again.

Since the Child Q case, two more strip search incidents 
have come under public scrutiny as the subject of In-
dependent Office of Police Conduct investigations. A 
recent FOI request revealed that the Met strip searched 
5,279 children in our city over the past 3 years – that’s nearly 5 children a day. 75% of the 
children stripped were from ethnic minority backgrounds. Sixteen of them were aged be-
tween just ten and twelve.

In our meeting, we discussed the adultification of Black children, how suspicionless search-
es are driving a wedge between police and the community, and why the kneejerk response 
of ramping up police powers is no substitute for sustained investment in public services, a 
public health approach to drugs and youth safety, addressing economic insecurity - in other 
words, tackling the causes of crime.

MotheRED: Removing Barriers for Mothers in Politics
I’ve been closely involved with my colleague Stel-
la Creasy’s campaign to help mothers run for Parlia-
ment this month. Democracy demands everyone can 
secure a seat at the table, yet research shows that for 
many mums combining campaigning for office with 
caring for kids has proved financially impossible. The  
MotheRED fund was set up earlier this year to address 
this for Labour – putting money behind candidates to 
ensure childcare costs don’t stop talented women from 
running for office. 

This month, we announced our first round of funding to 
eighteen candidates. The profile of those funded shows 
why this money matters. These women come from many 
walks of life and represent all parts of our country- and look nothing like the Westminster at 
present.  So too, the obstacles are not just financial. We require candidates to have knocked 
on hundreds of doors – seeing those who take time out for maternity leave or caring duties 
as slacking for not campaigning accordingly. The recent Labour Women’s Network call to 
keep the good stuff and use hybrid working methods reflects how organising meetings at 
bedtime all too often means parents are absent. Bringing mothers into our selection pro-
cess is the start of a bigger conversation that Labour needs to have on ensuring every voice 
is represented in our processes and our policies.

Watch me leading the Urgent Question on Child Q

https://youtu.be/HjFCwvo8E-s


Amend the Road Traffic Act to Protect Cats
This is D’Artagnan (Dart for short). Dart was a beauti-
ful British longhair-Somali Cross, who belonged to my 
constituent Olivia. In January 2022, Olivia was having 
a lie-in with her partner when she got a knock on the 
door from her neighbour, who gave her the tragic news 
that Dart had been struck by a car, killed, and left at the 
side of the road.

After weeks of heartbreak and grief, Olivia was shocked 
to discover that when a motorist collides with a cat, 
they don't legally have to report it. That’s because the 
Road Traffic Act doesn’t protect cats. Olivia’s now on a 
mission to change the law to give cats the same legal 
protections as other animals by compelling drivers to 
stop and report collisions with cats.

230,000 cats like Dart are killed as the result of road 
traffic accidents every year. If drivers had to stop and 
report a collision with a cat, this would potentially save 
thousands of feline lives and help their owners get clo-
sure.

Olivia reached out to me earlier this year to ask for my support with her campaign. This 
month, we reached an important milestone, with our petition hitting 50,000 signatures. If 
we can get 50,000 more before the end of August, we can hopefully get this petition debat-
ed in Parliament and put pressure on the government to change the law.

Olivia needs our support to get this petition over the line. So I’m asking you to sign Olivia’s 
petition and share it with a picture of your furry friend on social media, tagging Olivia (@
OHollandRose), me (@BellRibeiroAddy) and the Government Minister for roads (@Charlot-
teV) on Twitter with the hashtags #ProtectCats #Act4Cats and #RoadTrafficAct.

Sign Olivia's petition to Amend the Road Traffic Act

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/607317


Remembering Brian Astbury

This month we remembered Brian Astbury, a beloved local Streatham Labour member who 
we lost just before the start of the pandemic. Born in South Africa, Brian was an internationally 
acclaimed acting teacher and theatre practitioner who founded The Space, South Africa’s 
first racially mixed arts venue under apartheid. He lived in Streatham Hill towards the end 
of his life, where he became a firm feature of our local Labour family. It was an honour 
to be invited to speak at his memorial and share just how much Brian meant to Labour 
members in Streatham and so moving to hear the tributes from his colleagues, friends and 
family at Hampstead Theatre as we remembered his incredible life and heartfelt political 
commitment.
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