
Ukraine and the Tory 
Cost of Living Crisis

The ongoing situation in Ukraine also remains at the forefront of all our minds. The inter-
national community must do everything in our power to bring a peaceful end to Russia's 
unjustifiable invasion of Ukraine, including providing sanctuary to Ukrainian refugees and 
humanitarian assistance to Ukraine.

While other European countries quickly waived visas for Ukrainian refugees and worked to-
gether to resolve the crisis, our Government retreated once more from its responsibilities.  
If only the Tories were as eager to ensure Ukrainian refugees can come here as they were to 
make sure Russian oligarchs' money did.

While war raged on, inflation reached a 30-year high in February. Wages, welfare and pen-
sions are all tumbling in real terms while national insurance is about to rise, along with the 
cost of basics like food, fuel, rent and energy. Meanwhile, banks are doling out their biggest 
bonuses since they crashed the financial system in 2008.

Research from the New Economics Foundation found that since the last election, dispos-
able incomes have fallen by £110 for the poorest 50%, and risen by £3,300 for the richest 
5%. And yet the Government is pushing ahead with policies like the National Insurance hike, 
a regressive tax which will have a disproportionate impact on the bottom half of our society.

The squeeze on living standards we’re seeing is the consequence of a Conservative Govern-
ment that takes from the poor to give from the rich. Shell and BP had profits of more than 
£20,000,000,000 last year alone. Meanwhile, household energy bills are going up by an av-
erage of 54% next month and could be higher still by the end of the year. The Tory response 
to the energy bills crisis exemplifies how rather than prioritising solutions that would ben-
efit the majority of the country, they would rather protect a small minority of shareholders' 
profits.

We mustn't allow the Conservatives to pin the biggest squeeze on living standards we've 
ever seen on the situation in Ukraine. We need to be clear that it is inseparable from twelve 
years of debilitating austerity, which pushed millions more people into poverty and hol-
lowed out the foundations of our society. There are alternatives to flagship Tory policies like 
their buy now pay later loan scheme, like a windfall tax and public owership of energy. There 
is an alternative to jacking up National Insurance in the form of wealth taxes on the very 
richest, equalising income tax and capital gains and scrapping the NI upper earnings limit.

Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP
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In the Constituency

Assisting Residents with Housing Repairs
I met with residents of Gwynne House this month, who have 
reported repeated difficulties with their lift. These have been 
causing them understandable inconvenience and concern 
for their health and safety. I wrote to Metropolitan Thames 
Valley Housing (MTVH) about the issues they were having. 
Funnily enough, after a long period of inaction, MTVH had 
managed to fix the lift by the time I went to investigate. 
I'll continue to put pressure on local housing providers and 
contractors to deliver the standard of services that local 
residents deserve. I also met with residents of Coventry 
House who’ve been dealing with ongoing accessibility 
issues.

Walking to school with 
Richard Atkins Primary
I walked to school with pupils, parents and 
teachers from Richard Atkins Primary this month 
to see how they’ve been getting on during the 
latest phase of the pandemic. It was great to see 
how many of them are walking and otherwise 
travelling to school by sustainable transport.  Air 
pollution has fallen across London but some kids in 
our borough still attend schools with illegal levels. 
There were also some very incisive questions from 
students about when Boris Johnson is going to do 
the right thing and resign.

Two and a Half Questions
This month saw the debut screening of Two and 
a Half Questions from local filmmakers Marsha 
and Clovis Lowe, which explores questions of 
race and identity in modern Britain. I was lucky 
enough to be interviewed for this film last year. 
It’s a really interesting piece which focuses on 
the different experiences and aspirations of 
Windrush generation descendants. Marsha and 
Clovis’ Oxygen Arts company was funded by 
Lambeth’s Elevate Neighbourhoods programme. 
In putting this film together, they helped train 
over thirty local young people in photography 
and filmmaking. They’re currently looking to put 
the film on during Windrush celebrations later 
this year so keep your eyes peeled for it.



Better transport for 
Streatham
In January , I joined Streatham Action to 
discuss local transport and how we can work 
together to get long-term improvements for 
Streatham’s rail infrastructure in particular, 
including a potential interchange between 
Streatham and Streatham Common 
stations. We also discussed the proposed 
Brixton Hill Low Traffic Neighbourhood. 
The rollout of LTNs makes it even more 
important that we have frequent and well-
connected transport services on hand to 
help everyone get around.

I’ve also expressed my support for local efforts to keep the fast train between Streatham 
Common and Victoria, which has cut down travel times for commuters in our area. I'll be 
contacting Southern Railway to discuss what can be done about this. With rail fares rising 
yet again this year, it’s impossible to justify asking commuters to pay more money for less 
service. Yet this is precisely what the Government continues to do.

Child Mental Health Awareness Week
For Child Mental Health Awareness Week, I visited Harris Academy Clapham to see how 
Place 2 Be are supporting pupils with their mental health. With children in the UK waiting an 
average of 18 months for mental health support, they’re working to ensure pupils aren’t left 
without the help they need. It was great to talk to children about their experiences of the 
service and only strengthened my belief in the need to roll these kind of services out in every 
single school – not just the lucky few.

Visiting St Andrew's Primary
A big thank you is also due to St Andrew's Primary this month. Staff and students gave me a 
very warm welcome when I paid them a visit, including a brilliant tour of their big red library 
bus. It was great to hear their experiences of education and find out about the local issues 
that are on their minds. I'm also very grateful to the Year Six school council for raising the 
road safety issues around the school - something I’ll be following up with Lambeth Council.



Community Gardening with Autism Voice
I joined kids and parents from charity Autism Voice alongside local councillor Marianna Masters for 
some half-term gardening fun. Railside Garden was founded in 2018 by Streatham Wells residents, 
who converted a disused patch of railway land between Wellfield Road and Gleneldon Road into 
the fantastic community green space we see there today. During the pandemic we’ve seen how 
green spaces are vital for exercise, entertainment and escapism. I’m proud to support local efforts to 
create and maintain green spaces that our whole community can use and enjoy.

Other Local Events and Meetings
I was pleased to join my Lambeth Labour colleagues 
Sonia Winifred and Florence Eshalomi this month at 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Brixton to welcome 
new parish priest Father Matthew in a lovely induction 
service led by the Archbishop of Southwark, The Most 
Reverend John Wilson.

I joined Lambeth's Metropolitan Borough Commander 
to discuss what steps local police are taking to tack-
le the ongoing issue of violence against women in 
Streatham and our wider borough.

I also met with the Headteacher and Senior Staff Members of Bishop Thomas Grant School to dis-
cuss their application to be a T-level provider, something I've subsequently written to the Depart-
ment of Education about.



Supporting Streatham's Small Businesses

I secured a debate to discuss how we can better support local businesses hammered by Brexit, 
Covid, and Conservative mismanagement of both. I paid tribute to small independent businesses 
in Streatham, who have stepped up to support our community during the pandemic in so many 
ways: cafes giving free coffees to NHS workers, local firms cutting PPE for care homes experiencing 
shortages, and computer repair shops offering to fix devices for free for home working and remote 
learning. They've made it clearer than ever that small businesses aren't just the lifeblood of our local 
economy, they're the lifeblood of our local community.

In the debate, I highlighted the impact of Covid on businesses and staff that I've visited in my con-
stituency. I echoed local businesses' criticisms of government support schemes to date and made 
it clear that the Government cannot get away with leaving local businesses in the cold when public 
health measures become necessary during an ongoing pandemic.

I also highlighted how Conservative policies created an uneven playing field for small businesses 
even before the pandemic and the need to redress this balance through business rates reform and 
clamping down on tax avoidance - among other things.

Finally, I called on the Government to fix the damage done to local businesses by their disastrous 
hard Brexit: from rising import costs to problems with recruitment and retention and damaging 
supply chain issues. The sad truth is that the smaller your business, the smaller the Government's 
concern for your survival. This has to change.

Visting Small Businesses 
in Streatham South
Where independent local businesses are thriv-
ing and surviving, it's really important for us to 
celebrate their successes and continue to show them 
our support by shopping local. I paid a visit to recently 
opened David's Deli in February and talked to other 
small business owners and staff in Streatham South 
to hear about how things are going for them as we 
come out of full blown lockdown..   It's striking how 
many amazing local products from Streatham and 
Brixton you see on the shelves these days. Let's sup-
port small independent businesses by shopping local 
where we can. 

Click here to watch my debate contribution

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uUc2mgfGeU


Standing with local teachers against pension cuts 
and fire and rehire

I’ve been really concerned by the rising use of fire and rehire during the pandemic – not just as a 
last resort but often as a first port of call. It’s especially worrying to see it rearing its head in our very 
own constituency. I joined teachers from Streatham & Clapham High School this month to show my 
solidarity with them as they resist attempts to use this practice to force them into accepting huge 
pension cuts.

Teachers at GDST schools up and down the country are taking action, with management threaten-
ing, cajoling and now trying to bribe them into accepting these cuts to their pension. But with GDST 
finally agreeing to sit down and talk to their National Education Union representatives, their mes-
sage is clearly cutting through.

I’m glad to hear that talks are happening but they should never have threatened teachers with fire 
and rehire in the first place. This is an urgent reminder that the Government must legislate to stop 
employers from railroading staff into accepting worse pay and conditions through fire and rehire. 
Sadly, despite senior Conservatives calling out this practice again and again, they recently threw out 
a Bill tabled by my colleague Barry Gardner, that would have put an end to it once and for all.

Watch my picket line speech

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRhSi7Ohsuc


Casework

During the first two months of the year, we've seen a particularly high number of 
housing disrepair complaints and other issues related to housing. Constituents also 
reported issues with the Home Office regarding immigration and asylum, with some 
experiencing delays in their applications, and others expressed issues with asylum 
accommodation and threats of deportation. A significant number of constituents 
have written to us raising concerns about crime-related issues these last two months.

Correspondence
These past few months, my inbox has been flooded with an array of different campaign 
issues ranging from the climate emergency, the PCSC Bill, the Animal Sentience Bill, the 
draft Online Safety Bill and several other pieces of legislation due to come before the House.

Most notably however, and unsurprisingly, my inbox has been flooded with emails regarding 
the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine. Constituents have rightly shown their concern for 
the people of Ukraine who are fleeing Russian bombardment and their frustration with the 
UK’s pathetic response to the unfolding refugee crisis. 

January
Statistics

February
Statistics



In Parliament

Pushing for Action to Bring Down Energy Bills
Conservative policies are leading us into the biggest decline in living standards in living memory. 
Energy bills will rise by an astonishing £700 a year on average from April, with the situation in Ukraine 
threatening to push them as high as £3,000 by the end of the year. These increases come alognside 
earlier cuts to Universal Credit, planned rises to National Insurance, the end of free Covid testing, 
further real terms cuts to pension and social security, and rising food, fuel and rent costs (alongside 
pretty much everything else).

The Chancellor's last-minute response doesn’t touch the sides of what is actually needed to help 
already cash-strapped households. The £200 loan won't arrive until October, by which time energy 
prices are only likely to have spiked higher. And when it does, we'll be paying it straight back to the 
energy companies on our future bills. This is not, as it was branded by the Government, a "discount" 
or a "rebate", it's a buy now, pay later scheme from our Klarna Chancellor.

With energy prices going through the roof, Labour held two timely opposition day debates on the 
help with runaway energy bills. I voted to cut VAT on household energy bills and for a windfall tax 
on oil and gas giants, who are reporting profits of £745 a second as a result of surging prices. I also 
spoke in favour of the latter motion, arguing for a windfall tax to ease the cost-of-living crisis facing 
households in Streatham and across the UK.

Absurdly, the Government ruled out a windfall tax on these companies to reduce soaring energy 
bills, with Tory minister Nadhim Zahawi saying they are “struggling”. That same Tory minister (Zahawi) 
earned millions moonlighting in the oil sector whilst an MP. Apparently, they would rather let people 
struggle to heat their homes and push more into fuel poverty than ask fossil fuel producers to pay 
more tax on this year’s bumper profits. 

In the debate, I also argued that it is total-
ly unsustainable to let energy companies 
make super profits while energy prices are 
low then expect taxpayers to bail them 
out when wholesale prices rise again. We 
shouldn't be on the hook for their failure to 
fix the roof while the sun was shining. La-
bour MPs stood on a manifesto which would 
have offered real protection from the worst 
impacts of the current crisis by retrofitting 
homes and ensuring billpayer money went 
into renewables, improving the system and 
keeping costs down, not into lining share-
holders’ pockets. I'll continue pushing for 
this going forwards.

Supporting the Labour motion for a Windfall Tax

Read my column on tackling the energy bills 
crisis in the South London Press

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI0UOATgQPw
https://londonnewsonline.co.uk/in-my-view-bell-ribeiro-addy-mp%E2%80%88for-streatham/


The Nationality and Borders Bill
I was proud to join protesters to oppose the Gov-
ernment's Nationality and Borders Bill outside 
Parliament. This Bill would deny people safety and help on the 
basis of how they fled war zones and give the Government 
draconian new citizenship stripping powers.

In a  recent Women and Equalities Select Committee session 
we heard how there are more than 17,000 people who have 
waited for more than ten years for an initial decision on their 
asylum claims. But instead of fixing the system, the Tories 
are proposing to break it further. The ongoing situation with 
Ukrainian refugees only reinforces the need for a fairer and 
more human asylum system that allows people to seek safety 
in our country without punishing them at every turn for circum-
stances beyond their control.

Better Workplace Support for Endometriosis Warriors
I shared my experiences of dealing with endometriosis in the workplace. Endometriosis is a chronic 
condition affecting 1.5 million women in the UK alone. I explained how the condition impinges upon 
your ability to work, with 55% of sufferers having to take time off work to cope with the pain.

I urged the Government to clarify whether endometriosis is covered under the Equality Act and be 
clear that individuals are entitled to the same workplace protections that others with chronic con-
ditions like diabetes have. I also called for the right to flexible working and for a more open culture 
around menstrual health, including an end to the stigma around periods.

Finance Bill
With the remaining stages of the Finance Bill also taking place in February, I was pleased 
to secure frontbench backing for my amendment, which would have compelled the Gov-
ernment to publish a comprehensive equalities impact analysis of the Budget. Tory policies 
over the last decade and during the pandemic have hammered people with protected char-
acteristics and sent inequalities soaring. The least they can do is be transparent about this, 
given their stated commitment to levelling up and the fact that equalities are written into 
our laws. Unfortunately, even with frontbench backing, my amendment didn't make it to a 
vote.

No to New Nuclear
I voted against the Nuclear Energy (Financing) Bill in January. I believe it’s wrong to ask billpayers to 
pay more for this costly, delay-prone and risky energy source when renewables could provide greater 
generation capacity at a fraction of the price. I also believe it's important to challenge the mistaken 
notion that nuclear energy is part of the solution to climate breakdown in particular when the lead 
time on new nuclear power plants is in the span of decades. And that's before we get to the fact that 
nobody can satisfactorily explain how we will safely dispose of toxic nuclear waste.

Find out more from SW Londoner

Watch me arguing for better support for Endo Warriors

https://www.swlondoner.co.uk/news/04022022-streatham-mp-urges-government-to-address-out-of-control-inequalities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PC94iv5kuU4&t=1s


Holocaust Memorial Day
On Holocaust Memorial Day, we remember and reflect 
on some of the most horrendous and atrocious acts 
committed by mankind and renew our commitment to 
ensuring such atrocities never happen again. As well as 
lighting a candle, I took part in January's parliamentary 
debate, where I paid tribute to the work of the Holo-
caust Memorial Trust and the UK Holocaust Memorial 
Trust. Their important work ensures we remember the 
six million Jewish people and others murdered by the 
Nazis and all the lives lost in subsequent genocides 
in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. I also high-
lighted how ongoing persecution and genocide around 
the world in Yemen, Ethiopia and China makes it even 
more important that we learn the from the past and 
keep our eyes fixed on a horizon of peace and justice. 

An Update on Child Citizenship fees
I wrote to Boris Johnson reiterating my call for the Government to stop pricing children out of British 
citizenship. There are as many as 215,000 children priced out of citizenship by the £1,012 registration 
fee - which has been jacked up again and again under successive governments. The reply I received 
held fast to the same argument as ever. Fundamentally, the Government accepts they are charging 
high fees to families who struggle to afford them. But they continue to argue that financing their 
immigration system on the back of poor families at the cost of British children's citizenship rights is 
the right approach. 

When I moved a motion to cut this fee to cost price at the third reading of the Nationality and Bor-
ders Bill, the Tories jeered it down. However, with a Tory peer now tabling a new amendment that 
would have the same impact, there was another chance to get the Bill amended when it comes back 
before the House of Commons. Sadly, the Government rejected this again. 

Since my last report, the Supreme Court has also 
finally ruled on these fees. They recognised that 
exorbitant child citizenship fees are blocking chil-
dren from their citizenship rights but did not find 
this unlawful - meaning the Government can con-
tinue charging them for now. The £1,040 fee is so 
high that thousands of children are priced out, 
while the Government gets a hefty mark-up on 
each. Whether or not it's unlawful, this profiteering 
is unacceptable and needs to end. It's now been 
over a year since I first raised this issue at PMQs. I 
hope we won’t have to wait another to see change.

Speaking in the Holocaust Memorial Day Debate

Coverage of my campaign in The Voice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RauY19GJrqo&t=2s


Cladding Scandal Update
We also had a long-overdue update on cladding 
safety in January, with the Government reassuring 
leaseholders trapped in unsafe and unsellable 
buildings that they wouldn’t have to pay to put things 
right. I agree with the Government that those who 
profited from the cladding scandal should be the 
ones paying to make homes safe. However, this is a 
promise they have made again and again over the last 
four and a half years. I am worried in particular that the 
threat to go after developers is an empty one, given 
the revelation that the Secretary of State for Levelling 
Up has threatened them with taxes that don’t have 
Treasury support. 

Child Mental Health Awareness Week
Since 2019, there has been a 77% rise in the number of 
children needing specialist treatment for severe mental 
health crisis. There’s no denying that the pandemic has 
had a huge effect on our children’s mental health but the 
crisis we’re now facing is also inseparable from a decade 
of austerity, cuts and privatisation, which have cost us 
so much more and delivered so much less. In Parliament 
this week, I joined colleagues to set out Labour’s plan to 
address the child mental health crisis.  We’re calling on the Government to end the postcode lottery 
in mental health services, cut waiting times for treatments, and roll out specialist services in every 
school and community.

A Government of Liars and Rule Breakers
We've all made huge collective sacrifices during the pandem-
ic to keep each other safe. It's clear that we've been undermined 
at every stage by a Government that repeatedly broke their own 
rules, contracted out services to friends & family members and 
ignored scientific evidence. I watched on at PMQs in January as 
Boris Johnson finally admitted what the rest of us have known for 
weeks: that he attended a rule-breaking party in his own garden at 
the height of the first lockdown. 

He’s been lying about this for weeks and he’s still trying to hide be-
hind an investigation (into something he has already confessed to 
doing) but there’s nowhere left for him to run. During lockdowns, 

we all made huge collective sacrifices to keep the virus under control. We now know we were under-
mined at every stage by a Government that repeatedly broke their own rules, contracted out services 
to friends and family members and ignored scientific evidence. 

I welcome the Met Police’s investigation but am very sceptical about the timing, which delayed the 
publication of the much-mooted Sue Gray report at the moment when it would have been most 
impactful, and the very soft approach of interview by questionnaire.



Voting for Ethical Pensions
I also voted against the Jenrick amendment to the Public Service Pensions and Judicial Of-
fice Bill this month. This was intended to prevent the public sector from participating in the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign. The wording was so broad it may well 
stop pension administrators divesting pensions from fossil fuels, arms manufacturers and 
companies that profit from human rights abuses. Public bodies shouldn't be strongarmed 
into financing companies that disregard human rights abuses at the behest of the state.

Recognising Palestine is a Prerequisite to Peace
In February, there was a debate on state recognition for Palestine. Equal recognition and 
status for the state of Palestine alongside Israel shouldn't be treated as a prize at the end 
of peace negotiations. It should be seen as a prerequisite for any just and lasting peace 
between the two countries and the basis of the two-state solution that the Government 
claims is its policy. There’s no justification for continually putting this of as the Government 
has done to date.

Keep Covid Testing and Keep it Free
I wrote to the Government urging them to rethink the short-sighted decision to wind down 
our Covid testing infrastructure. The PPE scramble and struggle to scale up testing capacity 
during the early phases of the pandemic stand as reminders of how cost-cutting and fail-
ures to put emergency systems in place can leave us both more vulnerable and paying way 
above the odds. But the true cost of such failures is counted in illness and lost lives. We can’t 
just close our eyes and pretend the pandemic is over.

Pushing for a Comprehensive Inquiry into the Met
January saw the publication of the phase one terms of reference for the Angilioni Inquiry look-
ing at the murder of Sarah Everard. Following this, I wrote to the Home Secretary urging her 
to make it a statutory inquiry with the power to summon witnesses to give evidence and en-
sure it examines the wider issue of institutional misogyny within policing. If women are going to 
trust in our police and criminal justice system again, we need a comprehensive inquiry that ex-
amines the full extent of the problem and sets into motion the long process of eliminating it. 

Voting Down Tory Attacks on Social Security
In the past two months, I've voted against the welfare cap - a political choice which has helped to 
lock millions of people into hardship and poverty. I also voted against the Government's decision to 
inflict real terms cuts to pensions and Universal Credit. The average pensioner couple will lose £355 
as a result of the latter decision not to uprate pensions in line with inflation, effectively undoing the 
energy bill "rebate" for them. Meanwhile, bankers are getting a £1 billion annual tax handout. The 
pandemic has shown that our social safety net is frayed. It's absolutely crucial that we work to build 
a better safety net and address the other root causes of poverty: from insecure work to low pay, run-
away rents and high childcare costs.

Watch me arguing for Palestinian state recognition

Coverage of my letter in South London Press

Coverage of my call in The Independent

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA1vEEYEPgc
https://londonnewsonline.co.uk/bell-ribeiro-addy-mp-urges-government-not-to-close-covid-defences/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/sarah-everard-priti-patel-home-office-metropolitan-police-streatham-b1992641.htmlhttps://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/sarah-everard-priti-patel-home-office-metropolitan-police-streatham-b1992641.html


Campaigns

HIV Testing Week
To mark HIV Testing Week, I joined my Labour colleagues 
Florence Eshalomi MP and Janet Daby MP at the Universi-
ty Hospital Lewisham. New pilot that’s helping more peo-
ple get tested in South London. HIV rates in our borough are 
among the highest in the UK. Testing for HIV is quick, easy 
and free. You can even do it at home. 15,000 people have 
done it already this week alone. But with diagnoses drop-
ping over the last few years, it’s so important that we get 
back on track so we can eliminate this virus once and for all.

Ventilation now
Proper ventilation is one of the cheapest and most effective ways to slow the spread of Covid in 
schools, make pupils and staff safer, and minimise disruption to learning. But the Government have 
supplied just 2% of England's classrooms with air purifiers. In the same way that the cholera epidem-
ics of the 19th century prompted the development of our modern sewage systems, I'd like to see the 
Government focusing on limiting airborne transmission of viruses.

Stop the Sell-Off 
of Local Surgeries
Last year, dozens of London GP practices 
were sold off to an American health cor-
poration - including three in Streatham. 
When health professionals and campaign-
ers brought a legal challenge against this 
stealth privatisation, I joined them outside 
the Royal Courts of Justice to show my sup-
port for this challenge.  Sadly, their judicial 
review found in favour of the Government's 
decision to put these surgeries in Centene's 
hands. But there is a clear majority of people 

who are really worried by this decision. I'll be keeping a close eye on the affected Streatham surgeries 
and pushing for them to be put back in the hands of trusted local GP partners. The money we spend 
on our NHS should go into the services we all rely on, not into the coffers of dodgy corporations and 
far-off shareholders.

Fair Pay and Conditions for Rail Cleaners
Fair pay and conditions for rail cleaners – In January, members of the RMT union who are employed 
by Churchill Contract Services balloted for industrial action in support of better pay, sick pay and 
travel facilities. These cleaners worked all throughout the pandemic to ensure that essential rail 
services kept running. Many of these workers are only paid the legal minimum wage and others only 
£9.90 per hour, none of them receive sick pay. I stand in solidarity with rail workers and was pleased 
to table an EDM in support.

I tabled a motion in support of RMT cleaners

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/59371 


UCL Labour
It was great to join students from UCL Labour in Febru-
ary to talk about my role as an MP and how we can take 
these struggles forwards into Parliament to deliver real 
change. Young people aren't just waiting for change to 
happen, they're leading the struggle for a fairer and more 
progressive world. It's so important that we encourage 
them to get active and support their efforts to organise 
around the issues they want to campaign on.

 
Gearing up for the Locals
I've been out on the doorstep with our brilliant local council candidate teams ahead of the 
fast-approaching local elections. Labour's London polling leads look good on paper and 
we're finding strong support on the doorstep in the areas we need to win this time around. 
But we cannot be complacent. We need to keep grafting for every single vote. I'll be joining 
lots more campaigning sessions in the run-up to the local elections and would urge every-
one to do the same so we can keep delivering for the whole community. You can find a list of 
upcoming local canvassing events in Streatham, Lambeth and London right here: https://
events.labour.org.uk/

In Memoriam: Jack Dromey
January brought us very sad news indeed with the 
sudden death of Jack Dromey, MP for Birmingham 
Erdington since 2010. Jack was a much-loved and 
much-respected figure across our party, who served 
as the deputy general secretary of Unite from 2003 
to 2010 and as a grounbreaking Grunwick strike 
committee member in the late 1970s - the first such 
strike of its kind called and led by ethnic minority 
members. My thoughts and prayers are with Harriet 
and all the family as they come to terms with his 
passing. His loss is deeply felt by the whole Labour 
movement.

https://events.labour.org.uk/
https://events.labour.org.uk/


Campaigning for Birmingham's first Black MP
It was great to have the chance to get out on the campaign trail for Paulette Hamilton, who-
made history in February when she was elected as Birmingham's first Black MP. When I was 
out door knocking, I witnessed strong stupport for Paulette  and Erdington Labour on the 
doorstep as a longstanding community champion. I'm glad to have her in Parliament as a 
Labour MP fighting alongside us all for a fairer society.

Close Napier Barracks
The treatment of refugees and asylum seekers has reached new lows under this Govern-
ment. As a member of the APPG on Immigration Detention, I was part of the parlimentary 
deputation that went to visit Napier Barracks in Kent, where the Government has been hold-
ing asylum seekers in squalid conditions. It is a heavily securitised setting and we were not 
shown certain areas of the building, including the asylum interview rooms. Many buildings 
exhibited signs of direpair with peeling paint, bare floors, signs of water damage and mould 
and broken windows. We spoke to people living there who told of a lack of privacy and lack 
of access to proper legal advice.

Two things are even clearer after my visit: 
this style of accommodation is designed to 
be as inhospitable as possible and the Gov-
ernment is spending as little as possible on 
asylum seekers' welfare. At its height, Napi-
er held as many as 400 asylum seekers in 
dormitories of over 20 people. The Home 
Office was warned by Public Health Eng-
land that the site was not Covid-secure. 
As a consequence of their failure to action 
basic health advice, we saw a significant 
Covid-19 outbreak. I believe it is wrong to 
hold people who have often fled traumatic 
circumstances segregated from society in 
a detention setting. People should be giv-
en a fair chance to rebuild their lives in the 
wider community.



Standing with our Unions

UCU Strikes
I joined Goldsmiths UCU members out on the picket line to show my solidarity. Universi-
ty staff have seen a 20% real terms pay cut since 2010 - on top of ongoing pension cuts, 
spiralling workloads, and a rise in insecure contracts. Raids on their pensions have already 
seen the average worker lose out on £240,000 of their retirement income.

This isn’t just bad for them, it’s bad for the higher education system as a whole. That's why 
they also have the backing of the National Union of Students. But instead of listening to 
what they’re saying, university bosses are cracking down on staff who choose to highlight 
these issues. I’m particularly concerned to hear that they threatened to withhold pay from 
staff who take action short of a strike during the latest dispute.

After a decade when living costs already far outstripped pay, the cost of living crisis has to 
be a wake up call. We can't keep asking university staff to do more for less and less reward 
while the people who profit from our marketised higher education system just sit back and 
get richer. 

Listen to my speech at the NEU Rally
Listen to my speech on the UCU picket line

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WnuRRaqE8W0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVLiU3dotJE&t=5s


NEU Rally
I was proud to join members of the National Education Union for a well-attended rally in Parliament 
Square as they stood against attempts by GDST to fire and rehire teachers and force through big 
pension cuts. We all know how hard teachers at GDST and around the country have worked to keep 
students learning during the pandemic. Threatening them with job losses if they don’t accept huge 
cuts to their pension is effectively now asking them to take a deferred pay cut for all their extra 
work. It's unacceptable. As I told the assembled teachers in Parliament Square, this fight is not just 
about one group of teachers, it's about how teachers more generally are treated. If a big group of 
schools like GDST is able to push through these cuts, it opens the floodgates for more to do the 
same and downgrade the teaching profession as a whole.

Standing for Better Pay with PCS
While Boris Johnson's Government were partying, public sector workers helped keeping our country 
running. PCS is the civil servants' union and they are currently campaigning for pensions justice for 
members, who have been overpaying for pensions since 2019. They're getting ready to run a ballot 
on this issue later in the year if the Government refuse to listen to their members. This development 
has rightly caused anger across the public sector unions and an application for a judicial review has 
also been made jointly from PCS, GMB, FBU, POA and the Royal College of Nursing. I was proud to 
stand with PCS Union in their latest push for better pay, pensions and living standards and to join 
an online rally in support of them too.

National Union of Students Centenary
It was great to join the centenary celebrations for the National 
Union of Students this week. I shared some insights into my own 
time as the National Black Students' Officer. Serving as an NUS 
officer was a pivotal phase of my own political journey and the 
NUS continues to be a formative stage for many young people's 
political development. The recent changes to higher education ad-
missions costs show how important it is to have an organised and 
principled student movement. I'll be right behind students as they 
continue to push back against Government attempts to load the 
costs of education onto future generations and fight for education 
to be treated like the public good it is rather than a commodity or 
an industry pipeline.



Closing

Next month, I'll be working in partnership with baby bank Little Village, who are currently in 
urgent need of clothes and kit for the families they support. I'm planning to run a donation 
session and me and my team are seeking around ten volunteers to help this run smoothly.

Little Village is like a foodbank, but they accept and distribute donations of clothes, toys 
and equipment for babies and children up to the age of 5. They have grown to be one of 
the largest ‘baby banks’ in the UK, supporting over 17,000 children across every borough 
in London since they launched in 2016.  Families are referred via a network of over 1,800 
professionals such as midwives, health visitors and social workers.

Little Village has always supported babies and children in Lambeth. Since the beginning of 
2020 alone, they have responded to 919 requests for help for Lambeth families.

They are currently running urgently low on many essential items, such as beds, buggies and 
clothes (especially for ages 3-5 years), for the high number of families that need support. 
The donation session that I plan to run will last for approximately 3 hours. Jobs include:

• Receiving donations and interacting with the public

• Checking and sorting clothes

• Cleaning and labelling items

• Loading vans/cars

• Driving the collection to Little Village

I'll be putting a more comprehensive plan together for this over the coming days and 
circulating more information soon but if you'd like to be involved, do reach out to my office 
email in the usual way (see below).

Contact Me
Bell.ribeiroaddy.mp@parliament.uk

(020) 7219 6695

www.bellribeiroaddy.com

@BellRibeiroAddy

@bell_ribeiroaddy

@Bell4Streatham


